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Statement of Teaching Philosophy: 

 Teaching political science requires showing students that they are part of a long history of 

American men and women who have strived to understand how to engage with the world around 

them in a responsible and civically minded manner. Many of the concepts present in the history 

of American political thought often bear the stigma of being abstract and intangible. Breaking 

down historical events and abstract concepts, however, and applying these to real life situations, 

makes American political thought present and applicable to students in a way they can easily 

grasp. I see my role as instructor as integral to removing old fashioned barriers between students 

and American political traditions.  

 In leading recitation sections, my goal has been to inform students about the past and how 

events and individuals have created the framework from which we discuss these things today. I 

also heavily emphasize secondary sources of information, including news outlets and other 

media, to maintain a current grasp on our dynamic political climate in class. I encourage students 

to make connections between themselves, the current political climate, and historical events so 

that they may have a better understanding of where they are in history and why our politics exists 

as it does. I have found that working with students through their paper assignments is one of the 

best ways to encourage critical thinking as a recitation leader. I also prefer to offer as much 

classroom discussion time as possible so that students have an opportunity to verbally work 

through their thoughts on major issues and how these relate to course concepts.  

How I present material has differed over my three semesters as recitation leader, 

depending on the perceived level of personal involvement from the students. For example, 

during the fall 2013 semester, my recitation section students were very energetic and played off 

of each other well in class. The discussions were lively and my role was more of a moderator 

than a typical lecturer. In contrast, the spring 2014 semester brought with it a more subdued 

group of students who were content with learning in more of a traditional lecture-based 

environment.  

In leading my own courses, I have intentionally incorporated multiple ways for students 

to engage with material—accounting for visual, auditory, and tactile learning abilities. My 2016 

American Government and Politics course at Northern Illinois University had lecture, discussion, 

presentation, role-play, and self-learning elements all designed to view the material from 

different angles. My goals for the future are to include more classroom simulations that connect 

students to the course material in a tangible way and to continue to foster an open learning 

environment where students feel comfortable expressing their opinions and thinking seriously 

about the opinions of others. Experience has taught me that students would like to see more 

formal course activities and a variety of different assignments designed to afford them the 

opportunity to express their grasp of course concept in multiple ways.  
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Teaching Experience: 

Over the past six years, I have had the opportunity to work in the classroom at three different 

institutions. In three years at Northern Illinois University, beginning in 2013, I was assigned a 

Teaching Assistant position seven times. In the spring of 2015, I worked with Political Science 

Department Chair, Dr. Matthew Streb as a research assistant in addition to working as a TA in 

POLS 150. For the Fall 2015 semester, I was assigned as a full-time research assistant to Dr. 

Matthew Streb. In the spring of 2016, I was named instructor of record for POLS 100-02: 

American Government and Politics and managed the course on my own. 

In the summers of 2015 and 2016, I was employed at Elgin Community College, in Elgin IL, 

through the Upward Bound program as instructor of political science. I taught five summer 

courses in two years.  

At the University of Missouri, I was assigned as a Teaching Assistant during the fall 2016 

semester. Since then, I have received a fellowship with the Kinder Institute on Constitutional 

Democracy and work as Editorial Assistant at Starting Points: A Journal of American Principles 

and American Practices.  

At Northern Illinois University 

Course: Intro to American Government 

Semester: Fall 2013 

Responsibilities: Teaching Assistant/ Recitation Instructor. Held weekly recitation 

sections, delivered lectures, and graded all course assignments for 25-35 students. These 

students were a mixture of freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors. Was able to work 

closely with students through test preparation and critical thinking exercises. Learned 

basics of teaching American government. 

 

Course: Intro to Public Policy 

Semester: Fall 2013 

Responsibilities: Teaching Assistant. Primarily responsible for grading all course 

assignments and occasionally filling in as a guest lecturer. These students were a mixture 
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of freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors. Worked with students through drafts of 

several short papers to aid the professor in cultivating good writing habits. Learned basics 

of teaching American public policy studies.  

 

Course: Intro to American Government 

Semester: Spring 2014 

Responsibilities: Teaching Assistant/ Recitation Instructor. Held a weekly recitation 

section and pre-test review sessions, delivered lectures, and graded all course 

assignments for 25-35 students. These students were a mixture of freshmen, sophomores, 

juniors, and seniors. Was able to work closely with students through test preparation and 

paper writing exercises. Learned to expand teaching basic American government course 

to accommodate a new, diverse group of students.  

 

Course: Intro to Public Policy 

Semester: Spring 2014 

Responsibilities: Teaching Assistant. Responsible for grading all course assignments, 

holding review sessions, and occasionally guest lecturing. These students were a mixture 

of freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors. Worked with students through several 

drafts of short papers to assist the professor in cultivating good writing habits. Learned to 

expand teaching American public policy by working with a new instructor and a new 

group of students.  
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Course: Intro to American Government 

Semester: Fall 2014 

Responsibilities: Teaching Assistant/ Recitation Instructor. Held a weekly recitation 

section and pre-test review sessions and graded all course assignments for 25-35 students. 

These students were a mixture of freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors. Was able 

to work closely with students on paper assignments and critical thinking exercises. 

Gained exposure to new group of students and learned to further accommodate teaching 

style.  

 

Course: American Public Opinion 

Semester: Fall 2014 

Responsibilities: Teaching Assistant. Responsible for taking class notes and aiding the 

professor in preparing course materials by scanning documents for the convenience of the 

students. Learned basics of teaching American public opinion from observation. 

 

Course: Democracy in America 

Semester: Spring 2015 

Responsibilities: Teaching Assistant. Primarily responsible for grading all course 

assignments and holding pre-test review sessions. Was able to work with students 

through multiple paper drafts and extra credit opportunities. Received hands-on 

experience guest lecturing and working with students through a basic introduction to 

democracy in America course.  
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Course: American Government and Politics 

Semester: Spring 2016 

Responsibilities: Instructor of Record. My first opportunity teaching my own course 

from start to finish. I was responsible for assembling all course materials, grading all 

assignments, and holding class lectures. In this class, I learned improvisation, the ability 

to work with students from different learning backgrounds, and creativity. I incorporated 

written, presentation, participation, and uncommon source material elements into the 

course.  

At Elgin Community College 

Courses:  

CPC 231: Political Science, Upward Bound 

Elgin Community College, Summer 2015 

CPC 232: Political Science, Upward Bound 

Elgin Community College, Summer 2015 

CPC 233: Political Science, Upward Bound 

Elgin Community College, Summer 2015 

 

CPC 231: Political Science, Upward Bound 

 Elgin Community College, Summer 2016 

 

CPC 232: Political Science, Upward Bound 

 Elgin Community College, Summer 2016 

 

Responsibilities: Instructor of Record. Responsible for leading five individual 6-week 

summer sessions, instructing high school students in compliance with Illinois State 

curriculum requirements and Upward Bound standards of excellence. These courses 

structurally resembled a standard collegiate Intro to American Government course and 

covered American political institutions in addition to touching upon Intro to Democratic 

Theory material. Each summer, each class formed political parties and nominated a 
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candidate to compete against the candidate from the other classes in a Upward Bound-

wide election.  

At the University of Missouri 

 Course: Political Parties and Election Campaigns 

 Semester: Fall 2016 

Responsibilities: Teaching Assistant. Responsible for holding office hours, taking class 

notes, and presenting multiple guest lectures. In this course, I had the opportunity to learn 

how to adapt my teaching style for different university settings. This being an advanced 

course, I was able to work with juniors and seniors on more advanced research projects 

and guide them through the process.  

 

Course: Freshmen Interest Group 10: Campaigns and Elections 

Semester: Fall 2017 

Responsibilities: Graduate Student Advisor/ Instructor. Freshmen Interest Group 

classes are designed to immerse incoming freshmen in a topic, co-taught by both an 

advanced undergraduate student and a graduate student. Due to outside circumstances, I 

was given sole control of the course half-way into the semester. This experience taught 

be how to adapt to new situations and improvise course materials and assignments to help 

students achieve their learning goals in the course. I was able to successfully incorporate 

a number of classroom simulations, having students interact in a manner similar to both 

Congress and the Supreme Court.  
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Sample Syllabi: 

The syllabus for my independent section of POLS 100: American Government and Politics. Spring 2016. 

POLS 100-2: American Government and Politics 

Northern Illinois University – Spring 2016 

DuSable 459 

M & W 12:30-1:45pm  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Instructor: A. Robert Kushner 

Email: akushner@niu.edu 

Office: DuSable Hall 476 (POLS TA office) 

Office Hours: Mondays 10:00am-12:30pm, Wednesdays 10:00am-12:30pm, 

 or by appointment 

Course Description: The primary goal of this course is to familiarize students with the 

structures, functions, processes, and origins of American government. As human beings in 

society, we are all influenced by political decisions every single day; throughout this course, 

students will become better acquainted with how those decisions are made.  

The stability of American political thought rests upon a careful balance of contradictions. In this 

course, students will consider the balance American political thought has attempted to strike 

between the concepts of liberty and security and freedom and equality and whether or not this 

balancing act has been successful.  

By the end of this course, students should be able to: 

• Explain how government affects the daily life of the average American 

• Recognize and evaluate the basic debates and issues that have manifested 

themselves in American government and in American political history 

• Explain and critically assess the formal and informal political institutions, as well 

as their respective roles, in American politics 

• Identify and describe the key functions of the three branches of government 

• Express themselves as political individuals in speech and in pen, understanding 

how political opinions are formed and what their implications are in the real 

world 

• Assess the causes and consequences of different forms of political participation 

In addition to gaining an appreciation of the substantive political process of American 

government, students should also leave this course with an introductory understanding of how 

mailto:akushner@niu.edu


8 
 

researchers approach politics as a science. Lastly, students in this course will be exposed to 

thinking like an academic. This is part of a broader goal of teaching students how to obtain 

knowledge for the purpose of critical thinking. You will be exposed to primary sources in this 

class and should – hopefully – gain a new appreciation for primary sources over other types. 

Required Readings:  

 

Ginsberg, Benjamin, Theodore J. Lowi, Margaret Weir, Caroline J. Tolbert, and Robert J.  

 Spitzer. 2015. We The People: An Introduction to American Politics  

 10th Essentials Edition (WTP). New York: W. W. Norton & Company. 

 [ISBN: 978-0-393-93705-3] 

Golding, William. 2003. Lord of the Flies. Perigee Books. [ISBN: 978-0399501487] 

Hamilton, Alexander, James Madison, and John Jay. 2003. The Federalist Papers 

 1st Edition. Signet Classics. [ISBN: 978-0451528810] 

Orwell, George. 1996. Animal Farm. Signet Classics. [ISBN: 0-15-107255-8] 

Strategy: This course will consist primarily of interactive discussion sessions based on the 

assigned readings. We will, however, draw conclusions from the readings in each class 

discussion/activity that are not readily apparent from the readings alone. Engaging in these 

discussions will help students to keep up with course material, making class attendance utterly 

essential. Students are expected to have completed the readings for each week before 

coming to class. A class discussion with myself, while perhaps entertaining, would be rather 

dull. 

 

Graded Course Elements (Assignments): 

Foundations of Government Reaction Paper  (100 points) 

4 Quizzes      (100 points) 

Class Presentation     (100 points) 

Final Exam      (150 points) 

Participation       (50 points) 

Final Paper      (200 points)  

____________________________________________________ 

Total:       (700 points) 
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Foundations of Government Reaction Paper:  

• Must be four (4) full pages in length 

• Must be double-spaced 

• Must have, in addition to the four (4) full pages, a cover page with your name and 

• A work-cited page 

• Sources must be cited within the text for every single quotation/ direct reference used 

• Must be turned into safe-assign on blackboard AND as a hard copy in class 

 

 Failure to comply with these basic requirements will result in point deductions.  

For this initial essay assignment, students will get to choose from a list of topics to be provided 

by the instructor.  

One of the goals of this course is to give students the opportunity to improve upon their pre-

existing paper-writing skills. Upon receipt of this essay in its graded form, students will have the 

opportunity to rewrite portions of it to integrate it into the Final Paper. More details on this 

assignment will be provided in class. Late papers will not be accepted. 

Papers beginning with a sufficiently clever title will receive one (1) bonus point towards the 

overall paper grade.  

Final Paper: 

• Must be at least six (6) full pages in length 

• Must be double-spaced 

• Must have, in addition to the six (6) full pages, a cover page with your name and 

• A work-cited page 

• Sources must be cited within the text for every single quotation/ direct reference used 

• Must be turned into safe-assign on blackboard AND as a hard copy in class 

Failure to comply with these basic requirements will result in point deductions. 

For this essay assignment, students may use elements/ sections taken from the first reaction 

paper, along with new material, to answer a question from a list of topics to be provided by the 

instructor. If a student shows substantial1 improvement on the Final Paper, the grade of the first 

Reaction Paper may be increased by up to 10 points. Late papers will not be accepted. 

Papers with a sufficiently clever title will receive two (2) bonus points on the final paper grade. 

                                                           
1 By substantial improvement, I mean to suggest that if a student’s score on the Final Paper is one full 

letter grade higher than the score they received on the Reaction Paper, the score of the latter may be increased. 
As always, I suggest that students use the Writing Center on campus. It is a good free resource that will 

help you to improve upon your existing writing ability.  
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Quizzes: 

There will be a total of four quizzes given in class at various points throughout the semester. 

These quizzes will consist of: 

• 20 questions 

• Multiple choice options 

• Fill-in-the-blank options 

• Written responses 

These quizzes are meant to prepare you for the Final Exam and are designed to help you to think 

about the course material in new and possibly different ways. 

Class Presentation: 

During the semester, students will be required to give a class presentation on a topic chosen from 

a list of topics offered by the instructor. This presentation: 

• Should be no longer than five (5) minutes in length 

• May be accompanied by a PowerPoint, due to the instructor the evening before the 

presentation day 

• Ought to be given in a professional2 manner 

Failure to abide by any of these restrictions will result in a point deduction. 

The goal of this assignment is to get students to think critically about a topic and to practice 

presenting their thoughts and opinions on course topics to their peers in a professional way. 

Presentations having a sufficiently clever title will receive one (1) bonus point.  

Participation: 

The bulk of the class sessions will revolve around class discussions. It is imperative that you 

come ready and willing to express yourself and your opinions in class. I do not take class 

attendance; my goal by the end of the semester is to know each of you and where you stand on 

the various course topics, based on your participation in class. If you have successfully 

introduced yourself to the instructor and to your classmates in this manner, you will have a good 

participation grade. 

If you have any questions about this policy, ask! Preferably in class. So that you earn points. 

                                                           
2 In order to breach professionalism, you must: Speak using racial slurs, be late, shoot down the opinions 

of other students without first rationally considering their point of view, be demeaning or degrading to others or 
groups, swear or cuss during the presentation, be overtly casual in dress, demeanor or speech. Avoid these things 
and you will be just fine! 
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The Final Exam: 

• Will be based on the material covered in the four (4) quizzes, along with topics discussed 

in class. 

• Will also contain references to class presentations and paper topics. 

• Will contain 100 questions total. 

• Will have elements of multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, short answer, and essay.  

• Yes, there will be a review session 

 

The Final Exam will, in a sense, be cumulative, however, students will already have done much 

of the work beforehand (many questions will be take verbatim from the quizzes!). Otherwise, the 

material will be drawn primarily from the We The People, Tenth Essentials Edition textbook. 

Extra Credit: 

Extra Credit Opportunities may present themselves throughout the semester and will primarily 

involve attending Political Science Department events and writing a brief synopsis of them. 

All Extra Credit Opportunities exist at the discretion of the instructor and may be added-to or 

retracted-from at any time, given a full week’s notice.  

Otherwise, there will be no extra credit points given. Please consult with the instructor with any 

and all questions regarding this policy. 

No extra credit opportunities will be given to individuals. All opportunities will be made 

available to the entire class, or not at all. 

Grading Requests: Grading can be a subjective exercise and sometimes, despite my best efforts, I 

may make a mistake. If you want to contest a grade on a specific assignment, you must wait 24 

hours before discussing it with me (a sufficient “cool-down” period). At my discretion, I may 

decide to re-grade the contested assignment, but it should be noted that your grade may go up or 

down as a result of re-grading. 

Writing Specifications: All writing assignments are expected to be typed, double-spaced with 

one-inch margins and Time New Roman 12-point font. Papers shall have a cover page that 

includes your full name, Z-ID number, title, and date. Pages should be numbered (but not the 

title page!) and the paper should be stapled in the upper left corner.  

All of these requirements are in place to help get students into good writing habits. The clarity of 

your writing will affect the strength of your argument and therefore students should proofread 

and spell-check their work carefully. You must cite any information and / or ideas that you take 

from someone else’s work. For citations, I strongly prefer that students use the APSA citation 

style. However, any citation method is acceptable as long as it is used correctly and consistently.  
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Grade Scale:  

A (93 – 100%)  A- (90 – 92%)  B+ (87 – 89%)  

B (83 – 86%)   B- (80 – 82%)  C+ (77 – 79%)  

C (73 – 76%)   C- (70 – 72%)  D+ (67 – 69%)  

D (63 – 66%)  D- (60-62%)   F (59 and below) 

 

Classroom Decorum: This class begins at 12:30pm and students are expected to arrive on-time, 

just as students should expect me to be on-time.  

Cell phones, pagers, or any electronic devices that make noise (with the exception of a laptop for 

taking notes) must be turned off during class unless I have been notified beforehand of a special 

circumstance (e.g., sick family member, pregnant wife, special childcare situation, etc.). Having 

your electronic device go off during class disrupts everyone, including me. Using an electronic 

device for non-class related purposes (i.e., Texting) will negatively affect the participation 

component discussed above.  

If I see electronic devices being used in a way that is not conducive to class discussion, I will 

actively deduct points from your participation grade without warning. To check on the status of 

your participation grade, please see me directly after each class period and ask.  

Although I will spend some of our class lecturing, we will have many dialogues in class. In these 

discussions, you are encouraged to use your personal experiences and perspectives as well as 

your understanding of the course material and current events. Direct personal attacks against 

others in the class are not permitted. Overall, classroom dialogue and behavior should always be 

courteous, respectful of others, and consistent with the expectations set forth by the university. 

 

Email Etiquette: When communicating with myself, or any professor through email, it is 

important that you take the time to compose a professional document. For a detailed “how-to” I 

recommend visiting www.wikihow.com/Email-a-Professor. A properly written email that 

follows those guidelines will receive a response much quicker than one that is hastily written 

and/or poorly formatted. More importantly, as email has become the normal means of 

communication between job applicants and hiring managers, getting in the habit early of writing 

professional emails will prepare you when you are searching for a job/internship. 

Academic Integrity  

http://www.wikihow.com/Email-a-Professor
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University Policy: Good academic work must be based on honesty. The attempt of any student to 

present as his or her own work that which he or she has not produced is regarded by the faculty 

and administration as a serious offense.  

Students are considered to have cheated if they copy the work of another during an examination 

or turn in a paper or an assignment written, in whole or in part, by someone else. Students are 

responsible for plagiarism, intentional or not, if they copy material from books, magazines, or 

other sources without identifying and acknowledging those sources or if they paraphrase ideas 

from such sources without acknowledging them. Students responsible for, or assisting others in, 

either cheating or plagiarism on an assignment, quiz, or examination may receive a grade of F for 

the course involved and may be suspended or dismissed from the university.  

A faculty member has original jurisdiction over any instances of academic misconduct that occur 

in a course which the faculty member is teaching. The student shall be given the opportunity to 

resolve the matter in meetings with the faculty member and the department chair. If the facts of 

the incident are not disputed by the student, the faculty member may elect to resolve the matter at 

that level by levying a sanction no greater than an F for that course. The faculty member shall 

notify the student in writing whenever such action is taken, and the Office of Community 

Standards and Student Conduct shall receive a copy of the Academic Misconduct Incident 

Report indicating final disposition of the case, which will be placed in the student's judicial file. 

In all matters where the charge of academic misconduct is disputed by the student or if the 

faculty member feels a sanction greater than an F in the course is appropriate (such as repeated 

offenses or flagrant violations), the faculty member shall refer the matter to the Office of 

Community Standards and Student Conduct making use of the Academic Misconduct Incident 

Report. Additional sanctions greater than an F in a course can be levied only through the 

University Judicial System. With regards to finding the student either responsible or not 

responsible for his or her action, the ruling of the Judicial Hearing Board shall be binding. In 

cases where there is either a finding of responsibility or an admission of responsibility by the 

student, any recommendations by the hearing board regarding the course grade are non-binding 

on the instructor, who remains solely responsible for assigning a course grade, consistent with 

the policies set forth in the course syllabus.  

Course policy: This course adheres to the University policy elaborated above. All incidences of 

academic misconduct will be reported, and course sanctions will range from an F on the 

assignment to an F in the course based on the severity of the misconduct. If you are not sure what 

constitutes plagiarism, ask. Ignorance will not be tolerated as an excuse. If you are unaware of 

how to cite properly, visit http://polisci.niu.edu/polisci/audience/plagiarism.shtml.  

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: A student who believes that reasonable 

accommodations with respect to course work or other academic requirements may be appropriate 

in consideration of a disability must (1) provide the required verification of the disability to the 

Center for Access-Ability Resources, (2) meet with the Center for Access-Ability Resources to 

http://polisci.niu.edu/polisci/audience/plagiarism.shtml
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determine appropriate accommodations, and (3) inform the faculty in charge of the academic 

activity of the need for accommodation. Students are encouraged to inform the faculty of their 

requests for accommodations as early as possible in the semester, but must make the requests in 

a timely enough manner for accommodations to be appropriately considered and reviewed by the 

university. If contacted by the faculty member, the staff of the Center for Access-Ability 

Resources will provide advice about accommodations that may be indicated in the particular 

case. Students who make requests for reasonable accommodations are expected to follow the 

policies and procedures of the Center for Access-Ability Resources in this process, including but 

not limited to the Student Handbook.  

A wide range of services can be obtained by students with disabilities, including housing, 

transportation, adaptation of printed materials, and advocacy with faculty and staff. Students 

with disabilities who need such services or want more information should contact the Center for 

Access-Ability Resources at 815-753-1303.  

Undergraduate Writing Awards: The Department of Political Science will recognize, on an 

annual basis, outstanding undergraduate papers written in conjunction with 300-400 level 

political science courses or directed studies. Authors do not have to be political science majors or 

have a particular 9 class standing. Winners are expected to attend the Department’s spring 

graduation ceremony where they will receive a certificate and $50.00. Papers, which can be 

submitted by students or faculty, must be supplied in triplicate to a department secretary by 

February 28. All copies should have two cover pages - one with the student’s name and one 

without the student’s name. Only papers written in the previous calendar year can be considered 

for the award. However, papers completed in the current spring semester are eligible for the 

following year’s competition even if the student has graduated.  

Department of Political Science Website: Undergraduates are encouraged to consult the 

Department of Political Science web site on a regular basis. This up-to-date, central source of 

information will assist students in contacting faculty and staff, reviewing course requirements 

and syllabi, exploring graduate study, researching career options, tracking department events, 

and accessing important details related to undergraduate programs and activities. To reach the 

site, go to http://polisci.niu.edu. Also, if you would like to receive the department’s e-

announcements that feature information on internships, scholarships, lectures, POLS club 

activities, and other important information via email, please let me know and I will make sure 

you are added to the list. 
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Course Plan 

 

Week 1 (1.18-1.20) 

• 1.18 – No class, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

• 1.20 – “Living Near Other People Without Having Your Things Stolen” 

o Course Introduction; Syllabus and Class Expectations; Assign Group Due Dates 

Week 2 (1.25-1.27) 

• 1.25 – “Human Nature” 

o Views of human nature and how human beings react to living with one another in 

society. Federalist No. 1, Federalist No. 10, Lord of the Flies: Ch. 1-2. 

• 1.27 – “Liberty Vs. Security and Other Conflicts” 

o Solutions to the political difficulties present in human nature. Lord of the Flies: 

Ch. 3-4, WTP: p. 3-26 

Week 3 (2.1-2.3) 

• 2.1 – “What the Founders Saw” 

o How America went from the Articles of Confederation to the Constitution and 

Why. Federalist No. 51, WTP: p. 31-60, Lord of the Flies: Ch. 5-7 

• 2.3 – “What the Founders Saw, Cont.” 

Week 4 (2.8-2.10) 

• 2.8 – “A Sub-Divided Government” 

o The balance between the state and the federal government. WTP: p. 65-90, Lord 

of the Flies: Ch. 8-10 

• 2.10 – “A Civil Debate Over Right and Wrong” 

o Civil Liberties and Civil Rights and how they relate to you! WTP: p. 95-139, Lord 

of the Flies: Ch. 11-12 

o Quiz 1 administered in class 

Week 5 (2.15-2.17) 

• 2.15 – “Don’t Touch My Liberties!” 

o A Continuation of the discussion on Civil Liberties and Civil Rights/ Conclusion 

of Lord of the Flies. WTP: p. 95-139 

• 2.17 – “You Have the Right to Remain…” 

o A continuation of the discussion of Civil Rights 

Week 6 (2.22-2.24) 

• 2.22 – “Institutionalized” 
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o The institutions put in place to protect our liberties, while adhering to the 

principle of popular sovereignty: Congress. WTP: p. 270-309 

• 2.24 – “Representing the People” 

o Congress, cont. No new readings 

Week 7 (2.29-3.2) 

• 2.29 – “Me, The People” 

o The Executive Branch and the Upcoming Election. WTP: p. 310-339 

o Reaction Papers due at the beginning of class 

• 3.2 – “Prerogative” 

o The Executive Branch, cont. No new readings 

Week 8 (3.7-3.9) 

• 3.7 – “Judge, Jury, and Service During Good-Behavior” 

o The Judicial Branch and how the law is upheld in America. WTP: 368-398 

• 3.9 – “We Are The Law” 

o The Judicial Branch, cont. No new readings. 

o Quiz 2 administered in class 

Week 9 (3.14-3.16) – SPRING BREAK. NO CLASSES. 

Week 10 (3.21-3.23) 

• 3.21 – “Glorious Revolutions” 

o How has America handled the problems that have arisen over time? Have we 

successfully balanced the contradictory notions of liberty-security or 

individualism-equality? Animal Farm: Ch. 1-2 

• 3.23 – “Vox Populi” 

o Analyzing public opinion and questions about the representativeness of American 

public policy. WTP: 140-170, Animal Farm: Ch. 3-4 

Week 11 (3.28-3.30) 

• 3.28 – “Represented?” 

o A continuation of the discussion on public opinion. No new readings. 

• 3.30 – “Media Frenzy!” 

o The influence of the media on the people. WTP: p. 72-197, Animal Farm: Ch. 5 

o Presentations 

Week 12 (4.4-4.6) 

• 4.4 – “What I Can Learn by Just Watching TV” 

o Media cont. Animal Farm: Ch. 6-7 

o Presentations 

• 4.6 – “The Sort of Parties You’d Sort Into” 
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o The Influence of Political Parties on the American Electorate and beyond. WTP: 

p. 198-240 

o Presentations 

Week 13 (4.11-4.13) 

• 4.11 – “The After-Party”  

o Political Parties cont. Animal Farm: Ch. 8-9 

o Presentations 

• 4.13 – “Showing a Bit of Interest” 

o Interest Groups in America and how they influence policy creation. WTP: p. 242-

268 

o Quiz 3 administered in class 

o Presentations 

Week 14 (4.18-4.20) 

• 4.18 – “I Prefer My Policy To Be Domestic” 

o Policy making at home in America. WTP: p. 400-434, Animal Farm: Ch. 10 

o Presentations 

• 4.20 – “It’s All Coming Together Now” 

o Influences on policy outcomes in America. No new readings.  

o Presentations 

Week 15 (4.25-4.27) 

• 4.25 – “Aliens and Other Foreign Predators” 

o Foreign Policy and how it’s made in America. WTP: p. 436-461 

o Presentations 

• 4.27 – “In Theory and in Practice” 

o A Review of American Ideals and how the average person fairs by comparison. 

No new readings 

o Quiz 4 administered in class 

o Presentations 

Week 16 (5.2-5.4) 

• 5.2 – “If We Could Do It All Again” 

o Is the America we have today the way we would like it to be? Review Federalist 

No. 1, WTP: p. 3-26. 

o Final Paper due 

• 5.4 – “Days Gone By” 

o Review Day for the Final Exam    
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Student Evaluations:  

The following feedback was left voluntarily and anonymously after courses I have taught as both 

teaching assistant (when applicable) and instructor of record. All original documents are 

available upon request.  

At Northern Illinois University 

Intro to American Government, Fall 2013, Teaching Assistant/Recitation Leader 

“Kushner was well prepared for every class and well prepared to answer questions. He 

was very helpful throughout the semester.” 

“Everything was generally fine. Kushner encouraged healthy debate and covered things 

that were or were not discussed during the Mo[nday]-Wed[nesday] lecture.” 

“You were probably the best TA I’ve had at NIU. I enjoyed coming to recitation even if I 

didn’t say much.” 

“Very enthusiastic and [kept] the class flowing with his energy every Friday afternoon.” 

“Aaron was a great G.A. He explained everything really well. I wish we covered more of 

the material in lectures so Kushner wasn’t as stressed for time. He introduced the material 

in an exciting manner. I also thought it was nice he got to really know his class.” 

Intro to American Government, Spring 2014, Teaching Assistant/Recitation Leader 

“I enjoyed this instructor, engaged us all in good discussions and I learned a lot.” 

“He is very enthusiastic about the course and knows his information. He goes above and 

beyond for his students. He’s very kind.” 

“Aaron was one of the most helpful and nicest TAs I’ve had in my 4 years at this school. 

Very well-prepared, and very approachable. One thing that he could improve on is that he 

should not wait so long for an answer to a question in class when students are not 

answering. Great dude. 10/10.”  
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“Good instructor. Seemed enthusiastic about the topics. Explained everything clearly.” 

“I can say he was a very great instructor and knew what he was teaching. Always came to 

class prepared and used all class time to lecture. The class as a whole was very 

comfortable with him and wasn’t afraid to ask questions. Great job Kushner because a lot 

of TA.s are not as serious about their job as you are.” 

“Very enthusiastic instructor. He used things not related to the subject to help with the 

understanding of the subject. Overall great teacher for the course.” 

Intro to American Government, Fall 2014, Teaching Assistant/Recitation Leader 

“Great instructor! One of the few classes I feel open to talk and discuss the subject 

matter.” 

“Great job making the class participate.” 

“I really did enjoy taking this course and I looked forward to coming to the discussion 

section every Friday. It was well balanced with current news and what we were learning 

in class. I have always been interested in politics, but this class inspired me to get much 

more involved and to become more educated on what is going on in our country. I have 

also become much more willing to listen to opinions other than my own. I would be eager 

to take a course with Mr. Kushner again.” 

“He was an approachable teacher when it came to minor questions. The only issue I had 

was with the research paper. The outline was too heavy with detail and seem[ed] too 

vague over specific. Papers are a headache enough, it doesn’t help if you grade on the 

basis that everyone knows enough about politics. There are many politically ignorant folk 

or people who get confused. Overall, great guy and easy to listen to in class. Specifics in 

requests aside, I found him to be fair and unbiased.” 
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Intro to American Government, Spring 2016, Instructor of Record 

“Very well prepared for the class. Was willing to answer any questions and knew the 

subject material. Did a great job this semester. I would recommend him to others.” 

“I learned a lot in this class and found him to be very helpful.” 

“Always open to answer questions. Everyone felt safe to share their opinion. Explained 

material exceptionally!” 

“I really liked that the professor remains unbiased when discussing the political 

candidates.” 

“Kushner is both passionate about what he teaches and his students. He allows all 

students opportunities to participate in discussions and encourages them to do so. Would 

highly recommend.” 

“I think Mr. Kushner did a great job at involving the class in in-depth discussions and 

presented interesting lectures. He enjoyed hearing different opinions as well.” 

“Great teacher that is easily approachable and friendly.” 

“I really enjoyed this class. Going into this class, I did not have much knowledge about 

politics and now I have a much better understanding. I even decided to make political 

science my second minor.” 

 

At Elgin Community College 

Political Science, Upward Bound, Summer 2015 and 2016, Instructor of Record 

“I loved the class! To be completely honest, it was my favorite class. Thank you for 

teaching us!” 

“Loved the class in general.” 

“This class was my favorite class.” 

“Coming from myself and the rest of the freshmen class, we thought this class was the 

best out of the rest. I learned a lot from this class and I can’t wait for summer.” 

“Our teacher was able to really make every class a class to look forward to!” 

“I think this class was really fun.” 
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Instructor Feedback:  

The following letter was written after Professor Hannagan observed my classroom 

during a Friday recitation session on April 28th, 2014. The original document is 

available upon request. 

 

Date  April 28, 2014 
 
To  File 
 
From  Rebecca J. Hannagan, Associate Professor 
 
RE  Teaching Evaluation of Aaron Kushner 
 

 
On the 11th of April I observed Aaron Kushner’s Introduction to American Government 
recitation section.  The purpose of the recitation is to clarify ideas presented in the lecture 
section.  Aaron presents himself very professionally to his classroom – both in terms of his 
dress, use of language, and his mannerisms.  He is articulate in conveying information, but 
also knows his students names and thus communicates being personable.   
 
Aaron used power points to organize his presentation of the information and to facilitate 
discussion.  Several of the students gave very in-depth explanations of the duties of 
Congress.  This signaled that Aaron’s recitation section is facilitating more than rote 
memorization of “facts,” but rather encouraging learning about how government truly 
works.  When students spoke up in response to Aaron’s questions and gave answers, he did 
a nice job of validating what the students shared, which is a good tool for encouraging 
classroom participation. 
 
I observed Aaron doing a nice job of explaining the rationale behind concepts, and not just 
describing them.  He encouraged the students to make connections between the concepts 
presented in the textbook and their lives by giving creative and pertinent examples.  For 
example, he gave a hypothetical of what “representation” might look like for them as 
students at NIU and why it may matter if they were represented in different ways.  He also 
encouraged the students to find the answers instead of just feeding them the answers.   
 
I found Aaron to be effective in the classroom and look forward to seeing his progress in 
coming semesters as he continues in the graduate program. 
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Teaching References: 

The following contacts are professors whom I have studied under, worked with as a Teaching 

Assistant, or supervised my summer courses.  

• DeSean Coleman, PhD 

Manager, TRiO Upward Bound, Elgin Community College 

Email: dcoleman@elgin.edu 

Office Phone: 847-214-6942 

 

• S. Adam Seagrave, PhD 

Associate Professor of Political Science, Arizona State University 

Email: adam.seagrave@asu.edu 

Office Phone: 573-882-8170 

 

• Scot Schraufnagel, PhD 

Associate Professor of Political Science and Chair, Northern Illinois University 

Email: sschrauf@niu.edu 

Office Phone: 815-753-7040 
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mailto:adam.seagrave@asu.edu
mailto:sschrauf@niu.edu

